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Presents:

SAN MARTÍN

A film by Leandro Ipiña on JOSÉ DE SAN MARTÍN

WITH

Rodrigo de la Serna, León Dogodny and Ana Gutiérrez

Synopsis                                                    

1880, Buenos Aires. In a run down hostel, a journalist interviews one of the last men alive who crossed the Andes with San Martín. Manuel Esteban de Corvalán was 15 years old back then, when he became one of his secretaries, due to the fact that he could read and write. 

His story allows us to delve into one of the largest endeavors of universal military history: the crossing of the Andes by an army of 5200 men from Cuyo to Chile. In the intimacy of its leader and guide, this is the story of one of the greatest men born out of the revolution. 

José Francisco de San Martín. A revolutionary and Republican, a man of Enlightenment and a Mason. A man of tremendous health. A military genius only comparable to Hannibal and Napoleon. A strategic politician. The Great Captain. 

The portrait that Corvalán offers of San Martín and the crossing, of its difficulties and vicissitudes, of the battle of Chacabuco and his fellow men differ from what the journalist understands of the meaning of homeland, heroes, nation and history. In return he gives the revolution the American character it had in its beginnings.
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Technical Specs

International Title: “Revolución - El Cruce de Los Andes”

- Running Time: 93 minutes

- Nationality: Argentina

- Year: 2010

- Format: 35 mm 1:85

- Color/B&W/: Color

- Language: Spanish

Director’s Biography

Leandro Ipiña was born in Villa Mercedes, province of San Luis, Argentina, in 1978. When he turned 17, he moved to Córdoba where he began his studies in film and television at the National University. After directing several short films (“La fruta en el fondo del tazón”, “El Médico Rural”) with which he obtained national and international awards, he graduated and moved to Buenos Aires. From 2002 until 2005 he worked as assistant director, editor, screenwriter and camera operator on documentaries as well as short films. Since 2008 he works as Artistic Coordinator of Canal Encuentro. “Revolución” is his first feature length film. 

José de San Martín (1778-1850)


YOUTH

José Francisco de San Martín, called el Libertador, was born in  Yapeyú, today San Martín, Misiones, in 1778. In 1784 José de San Martín traveled to Spain with his family, where he began his military career in the Murcia regiment. At 13, he was initiated in the art of war in Orán. Later, he took part in several wars with which he obtained promotions until he finally was given the rank of Lieutenant Coronal.:

· of Rosellón,

· of las Naranjas,

· and of Independence against Napoleon. 

After a successful career and soon after the emancipation revolution in America began, San Martín, who had maintained contacts with the Masonic Lodges, who sympathized with the independent movement, moved to London and then Buenos Aires where he arrived in 1812. The government commended him to: 

· form the Regiment of Granaderos,

· form the headquarters of the Northern Army, substituting the one in Belgrano.

The hard setback that he suffered by the Realist Army closed all possibilities of advancing towards Lima, making that border vulnerable. 


After the Chilean army defeat in Rancagua, San Martín gave shelter to a O’Higgins – with whom he was to have a long lasting friendship – and his troops in Mendoza, where he  had been recently named Governor. 

INDEPENDENCE

There, San Martín and O´Higgins  dedicated themselves to organize the Army of the Andes, with which they were to invade Chile by crossing the Andes. It would become the most important military endeavor of all times. Once they crossed, they defeated the Realist Army and on February 14th, 1817 they entered into Santiago de Chile. The Assembly proclaimed the country’s independence and San Martin was named Supreme Director, a public office post that he declined in favor of O’Higgins.


San Martín traveled to Buenos Aires to ask for the necessary means for the campaign in Peru. What he received however was an offer to directly intervene in the internal disputes of the country, which he also turned down. 


Meanwhile, the Chilean troops had been devastated by Osorio’s realist army. Again in Chile, San Martín reorganized the demoralized troops and defeated Osorio in Maipú, on April 5th 1818, assuring freedom for Chile. 


He began his campaign in Peru in 1820 that culminated with the Peruvian Proclamation of Independence one year later. He did accept his role as Protector until the country was at peace. 


RETIREMENT

When he met Bolivar Guayaquil in 1822, a place where both patriots spoke about the future of the continent and sat down the rules for the future Panama Congress, San Martín gave up his role as Protector of Peru and retired and left for Europe in 1824.


Three years later he returned to Buenos Aires but he never disembarked. Affected by the struggle that his compatriots affronted, he set off for Europe and lived in France. 


He died in Bologna, France, in 1850.

The Libertadores Project

LIBERTADORES is a collection of 8 films that illustrate the work and thoughts of the most relevant figures of Latin America’s emancipation. Their stories will not only include historical facts but will also capture the human side and the ideology of each liberator.

The word LIBERATORS is owed to them not only because they fought for the independence of their countries. Their revolutionary activity transcended the liberation of humanity, which began in their own nations.

Each hero shared a common idea that was to create one great American motherland. This idea was based on two concepts that echo the news, in our globalized world, today:

Fraternity amongst people

Free trade with the rest of the world, founded on material, political, social and cultural progress.

Their dreams and failures as well as their defeats and triumphs were not always compensated. Yet their fight has left a legacy of hope in a more equal world. Through both their skills and their errors we will witness the making of the American diary.

The characters that we have chosen are closely linked to Spain. Not only due to political circumstances or to their common language but also because of the ideas they promoted on both sides of the Atlantic and their work, which was and still is decisive for our history. 

Each film will not only convey the historical facts and biographies but will penetrate in each character, bringing us closer to them on an emotional level. Each story will be based on the following:

Literature. The point of view of a writer of the time

Popular legends on the character that has endured generation after generation

A possible fictional situation they might have lived – always based on objective facts

Their own writings

Elements of fiction will be used to tell the life and thoughts of each character so this collection of films will lean more toward drama rather than a historical documentary, thus creating 8 feature length films.

Each film will be:

· Shot in the country of origin of each liberator

· Acted by professional actors

· Shot by the best directors in each country

WANDA FILMS (José María Morales) and LUSA FILMS (Sancho Gracia) will be the producers together with co-producer Television Española, who will premiere each film in Spain on television. In Latin American and the rest of the world, each film will be distributed in cinemas as well as all the main national and pan-American television channels.

